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MEDIA RELEASE
VHCC receives valuable public input into

the land use of Vaughan’s new health campus of care site 

Vaughan – April 30, 2010 – Community residents presented the Vaughan Health Campus of Care (“VHCC”) with valuable insight and feedback on the development of the new health campus of care site at a public Open House on April 29th, 2010 at the Vellore Village Community Centre. 

The Open House was held in advance of the City’s Official Plan Amendment to re-designate the property on the north side of Major Mackezie Drive between Jane Street and Highway 400 from “theme park” to “major institutional,” “special study area” and “natural area.” This will allow for the establishment of the new hospital and other much needed health care services.

Those in attendance provided their input on various design themes for the property - such as open spaces, water courses, public spaces, accessibility and parking at various workstations set up around the room. There was an informational presentation and residents were given an opportunity to give their recommendations and ask questions of senior VHCC representatives, architects and urban planners. 

“We are building this health campus for the people of Vaughan and Southwest York Region, and their interests, ideas, and concerns play a key role in the development process,” said Michael DeGasperis, Board Chair of the Vaughan Health Campus of Care.  “We are committed to keeping the public informed and engaged during the many development stages of the future Vaughan Health Campus of Care.”

Residents who attended the event appreciated the opportunity to ask questions, give their opinions, and be included in the process. 

“It was a very informative event.  They are trying to educate the public with the process and how it will impact people and the end results,” said Kleinberg resident Ken Schwenger.  “I think it is a good idea to include a number of health care elements as part of the campus including an educational component. It would be wonderful to have onsite training and mentoring of young health care providers.”

“I think the Vaughan Health Campus of Care is on the right track,” said Vaughan resident Anna Bortolus who attended the session.  “The public process is timely and will make a difference in how health care services are delivered to the people of Vaughan.”

The Vaughan Health Campus of Care will be posting a copy of the presentation from the Open House on its website at www.vaughanhealthcare.com 
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About the Vaughan Health Campus of Care:

The Vaughan Health Campus of Care is a not-for-profit organization established to ensure that new health services in the Vaughan community are coordinated, aimed at a common vision of integration, innovation and excellence in health services delivery and patient care. Responsible for the strategic establishment and coordination of health care services to serve the needs of the Vaughan community, the Vaughan Health Campus of Care is working with Government to secure approvals for additional health services, including a hospital to support its vision.

About the Vaughan Health Care Foundation:

In January 2003, a task force of community and civic leaders was struck to assess how best to bring additional health care resources to the community of Vaughan. This Task Force then formed The Vaughan Health Care Foundation, a volunteer-driven charity, in early 2004. Since its inception, the Foundation has been working tirelessly towards its mission – to engage the community and to raise funds to support the establishment of health care facilities and services, including a hospital, for the City of Vaughan. 
